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Abstract

This qualitative and quantitative research study aims at (1) studying the potential of floating houses
for tourist accommodation; (2) analyzing the feasibility of floating houses and the involvement of floating
houses' inhabitants to engage in home stay management; and (3} siudying the needs of Thai and foreign
tourists for sfaying in the floating houses. The results of the study reveal three prominent aspects as
follows.The potential of the present floating houses may not be ready and available for accommodating
tourists as they are in a ruined state. In addition to this, the floating house community is located in the vicinity
of urban community; however, the inhabitants are living under poverty fine, which results in an insufficient
budget to improve the conditions of their floating houses. They also require assistance from govermment
sector in such improvement, The identity of the floating houses, on the other hand, seems to invest a better
potential as they have been a community for at least 160 years. Moreover, the floating houses have always
been Phitsanuloke’'s major attraction. Not only have the inhabitants been paricipated in tourist festivals and
events, they also require souvenir shops, the involvement in the management of home stay accommodation
as well as the community’s tourist committee. The community of the Nan River's floating houses acquires
knowledge and understanding about tourism and requires the improvement of its habitats in order to
accommodate the incoming tourists. The community also seems to understand the importance of the tourism
industry as a source of revenue and the benefits to members of both the family and the community. i aiso
requires the propagation of its foldore which will help preserve the floating houses and its rare
tréditio'ns.The tourists both Thai and foreign appear to have the needs to stay in the floating houses
significantly with 91.1 percent for the former and 82.4 percent for the latter. They also view that the suitable

spot for home stay floating houses is between Wat Prasriratiana Mahatat (Wat Yai) and Supankaliaya Bridge.

Keywords: feasfbiiity, tourism management, home stay, floating house, Phitsanulok
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