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Research Paper

Case Study of Respectful Language

NatthiraTuptim

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Pibulsongkram Rajabhat University

Abstract

This research aimed to study the frequency of Japanese grammatical forms in an
intermediate level and provide the explanation of how to use them in real-world situations.
Data of the grammatical forms were collected from 2 types of corpora: paper-based corpus,
Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) level 2, and computer-based corpus, Balanced
Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCWI). The data collected were, then, arranged
in descending order to find the most trequently used form which was, later, described
characteristically and pragmatically. The findings revealed that the most frequent intermediate-level
grammatical form found in the mentioned corpora was respectful language. It was also found
that the explanation in Japanese textbooks was not sufficient for applying respectful language
in real-life usage in that 4 criteria had to be considered: situations, selection of honorifics

and humbles, honorific forms and humble forms, and O+GO prefix usage.

Keywords: Corpora, Intermediate-level Grammatical Forms, Respectful Language
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