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Abstract

This paper presents an investigation of a research entitled, “ An Application of Project-based Learning on the
Development of Young Local Tour Guides on Tai Phuan’s Culture and Tourist Attractions in Sisatchanalai
District, Sukhothai Province. It was intended to develop young local tour guides on Tai Phuan’s culture and
tourist attractions in Sisatchanalai, Sukhothai Province. The study explored the improvement in students’
communicative ability and examined to what extent the students revealed both positive and negative attitudes
towards project-based learning. The study also aimed to develop a set of recommendations for future practice in
project-based learning in Thai educational institutions. The research was conducted in classroom of 50 grade 10
students with purposive sampling of Muangchalieng School in Sisatchanalai, Sukhothai Province.

The questionnaire aimed to evaluate the students’ satisfaction of the methodology called project-based learning
in terms of their attitude in English language development and the practice of young local tour guides. A
focus-group interview with each group provided in-depth information regarding their learning and provided
ideas for a set of recommendations for future practice. It is anticipated that the information gained from this
study will benefit both the teachers in their choices of suitable methodologies and students’ outcomes with the

respect to improved competency in their skills in English and increased confidence in project-based learning in
small groups.

Keywords: project-based learning, development, young local teur guide, Tai Phuan’s culture, tourist attractions,
Sisatchanalai

1. Introduction

Sisatchanalai traditionally was named Chalieng according to Lanna document and from Yonok Legend which
stated that when King Sirichai along with his family left Yonok from Mon and Tai Yat armies through Chalieng
and established in Traitrung in 1004 BE and according to Sung Dynasty in China (960- 1127 BE) had mentioned
about Chernglieng which is Chalieng in present. Till the reign of King Ramkhamhang the Great, Chalieng had
been moved to the northern part in a plain calied Ancient Sisatchanalai. For the Tai Phuan who migrated from
Chieng khwang, Luang Phrabang, during King Rama Il of Chakri Dynasty, to live in Hadsio, Hadsung, Barn
Mai of Sisatchanalai (Phothisunthom, 1986).

Though time passed, Tai Phuan people still inherited culture, language, tradition, festivals and ways of life not
only in the forms of cloth weaving, but black smith and ordination on elephant during April, Kampha, Songkran
Festival for Elderly people (the event fo pay homage and pour water to elderly people asking them to forget and

forgive the younger generation’s previous mischievous acts and bless the younger ones during traditional New
Year in April).

Beside the Tai Phuan ancestors who settled down in a plain where Yom River flows through the town resulting in
the prosperity in agriculture, some areas are mountainous, forestry, natural parks like Pa Kha National Park
where the well known and beautiful waterfalls known as Tad Duen and Tad Dao are located. In addition,
Sisatchanalai World Historical Park, Thuriang Kilns at Kohnoi were found here during Sukhothai became the
first capital of Thailand. These factors aforementioned create cultural tourism and eco tourism which bring
incotnes for local people (Thiengthatn, 2001).
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