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A Study on SASERU Forms Appearing in Japanese Textbooks
and in Authentic Japanese Writing

Natthira Tuptim®

Abstract

This research aims to:

1) study SASERU forms appearing in authentic Japanese writings in Japan;

2) study SASERU forms appearing in basic, intermediate and advanced textbooks
used in Thaitand; and

3) compare SASERU forms used in these two sources.

This study was carried out based on data from seven textbooks covering three
different levels -basic, intermediate and advanced - and described the data based on
descriptive research methodology. A sample comprising one-thousand sentences was
randomly setected from BCCWJ (Balanced Corpus of Conternporary Written Japanese).
esults show that there were four types of SASERU forms based on the types of noun
functioning as a causer and a causee in authentic Japanese writings used by Japanese.
The four types of SASERU forms were type-one (animate-animate), type-two (animate-
inanimate), type-three (inanimate-animate) and type-four (inanimate-inanimate). Type-
one {animate-animate) and type-two (animate-inanimate) appeared 327 and 323 times
respectively in authentic Japanese writings. However, there was no animate-inanimate type

appearing in six textbooks; onty one textbook presented such type. )

Keywords : SASERU forms, Japanese textbooks

# Assistant Professor Dr, Japanese Department, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Fibulsongkram
Rajabhat University, 156 M.5, T.Plaichurmphon, Muang Phitsanulok 65000, e-mail: ntuptim@hotmail.com
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