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A Survey of Population Density of Ardeidaes in Rice Field Areas
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Abstract

Agricultural ecosystems becorme a hotspot for many avian species because its
containing suitable habitats and food availability. Our population studies of family
Ardeidae using point count technigue were conducted in 30 ohservation plots
(approximately 104,000 m’) of the rice field areas of Phitsanulek province which was in
betwean March and May 20’13 We found six species-of birds including: Little Feret (Egrett
gafze[fo 33 %10 ind. /m 5D =4.4), Intermediate Egret (Mesophoyx intermedia, 2.4 x 10
: fnd/m SD=2.6), Asian Openbill (Anastomus osc;mns 15 % 10° xnd./m, 50 =183
Chinese Pond Heron (Ardeola bacchus, 0.2 x 10 ind./m, 5D = 0.4), Cattle Egret
(Bubulcus ibis, 1.5 x 10 ind./m’, SD = 3.6 ) Greal Earet (Casmerodius albus, 0.4 x 10°
ind./mz, 50 = 0.2). This result revealed that rice field area is.a good example for habitsts
conservation for Ardeidaes.
Keywords: Ardeidae, diversity, rice area
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