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THE FACTORS AFFECTING FORAGING BEHAVIORS OF STINGLESS BEE

Tetragonula laeviceps (SMITH, 1857) IN PIBULSONGKRAM RAJABHUT
UNIVERSITY, PHITSANULOK PROVINCE
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Abstract

The factors affecting foraging behavior of the stingless bee Tetragonula laeviceps (Smith, 1857)
was observed in front of their nests during the day time at Pibulsongkram Rajabhut University,
Phitsanulok province between March and April, 2012. The results revealed that foraging behavior of
stingless bees were mostly found between 09.00 am. - 12.15 pm, when the temperature was between 37.1
- 37.2 °C, relative humidity was 59 — 60% and light intensity was between 1,633 - 1,639 K.Luk. However,
the temperature and light intensity were higher or lower than period as above, might be effected on the

foraging behavior of the stingless bees. Consequently, the numbers of stingless bees are forage decrease in
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continuously. In addition, the decreasing foraging activity of the stingless bees was affected by the high
relative humidity and rain, resulting the stingless bees were not able to fly out from their nests.

Keywords: stingless bee behavior relative humidity temperature
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