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Abstract

A survey on the food plants of the dwarf honey bee (4pis florae Fabricius) in Pibulsongkram
Rajabhat University, Phitsanulok province during March to August 2012 was conducted. A total of 93
plant species belonging to 41 families used as pollen sources was found in this study. The highest number
of plant species (80 species or 86.02% of the total) found in March whereas the lowest number of plant
species (4 species or 50.53% of the total) was found in June. The plant family Leguminosae was the
highest group, which is consisted of 20 species or 21.50% of the total. Of all 39 plant species or 41.93 %

of the total was used as pollen sources. The frequency of pollen collection in each plant species of the
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dwarf honey bee used revealed that Leguminosae is considered as the highest family of food plants (8
species or 20.51% of the total). The species diversity value (J°) of all food plants found in this was
relatively high (0.650) while the dominant index (C = 0.010) was very low, which indicated that there was
no dominant species in this area. It is plausible that most cultivated plant species found in this survey were
flowering and omamental plants and consequently these plant species in this observed area were

somewhat uniform.

Keywords: species diversity dwarf honey bee food plants
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